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SU C C ESSES AN D O PPO RTU N I TI ES FO R PR I VATE
LAN D C O N SERVATI O N I N TH E FLI N T H I LLS
Within the past fifteen years the private landowner
community has taken actions to permanently
conserve more than 100,000 acres of native
grasslands in the Kansas Flint Hills. More than
one-hundred landowners have voluntarily granted
perpetual conservation easements to private
conservation organizations or federal agencies that
ensure their properties will never be developed.
Today, there are more requests for conservation easements than these organizations
or agencies have the resources to accept. The long-term protection of the tallgrass
prairie is limited not by interest among private landowners, many of whom have
conserved their properties for generations, but by a lack of conservation funding.
The Future of the Flint Hills is one in which every landowner who wishes to
protect his or her property can do so, where conservation easements connect a
patchwork of protected properties into a permanently conserved landscape.
Kansas law first recognized and authorized conservation easements in 1992.
A L L S PA C E S S E E M W I D E R W I T H O U T Y O U

Katie Twiss

A conservation easement is a legally recorded agreement or contract between
the landowner and a land trust or government entity that limits the property’s
uses so that the current natural resources are maintained throughout the life of
the agreement.
These agreements are entered into on a voluntary basis. A landowner
who donates or sells a conservation easement retains title to the property and
continues to determine who may have access to the land. The landowner grantor
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With no dedicated funding source
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